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Shulie Plawes

(2'2% ;9) ..xYUT 2V DIWWA ...'NP7 10N QY
(Moshe exclaims:) May my teaching drip like the rain... like storm winds upon vegetation...

Rashi explains that 'np?7 is referring to the Torah and that Moshe Rabbeinu is beseeching
“the heavens and the earth to bear witness to the testimony that | say in your presence:
‘The Torah that | gave to 281w 72 is life for the world just as rain is life for the world,
when the heavens drip dew and rain.””

Rav Meir Simcha’s focus on our pasuk is the Sifrei’s exegesis which begins with a
statement from R’ Eliezer ben R’ Yossi HaGlili: "'np? 10na qy!-97y! connotes ‘killing’, as
is written with regards to the N2y N7y, 7012 n2aVn NX DY 19WI/And they shall axe the
back of the heifer’s neck in the valley. Just as the N9V N7y atones for the spilling of
blood, so too do the words of Torah achieve absolution for all transgressions.”” Continues
the Sifrei: "NYUT U D1'Wwa-Just as D1'WW/goats, brought as Nni1a1p, atone for certain
nixwvn, similarly, words of Torah achieve absolution for those nixvn.” The difficulty with
this Sifrei is obvious. If the first half of the pasuk is telling us that Torah study atones for
all transgressions, even D'NTN2'aY, as does the N9V N2V then the second half, D1wwa
NYT "2u, which Sifrei expounded as “the words of Torah achieve absolution for nixvn” is
totally superfluous, for this would have been included under the broader 'np? 1wna qw!?
Rav Meir Simcha explains and this was reviewed several years ago in 2"awn 11'IX0 NY1Y,
that Torah and the N2V N2V cannot atone for the actual D'NTN2'9Y and most certainly,
if the murderer was found later, he would be punished. What 'np? qw0na qay! infers is that
Moshe’s comparing Torah study to the N9y n%wWw (and Rav Meir Simcha brought
supporting evidence for this, DY |"V) means that both can attain forgiveness for a 117
D'T N2'AY7 DYiAD.

How does Rav Meir Simcha understand the Sifrei’s exegesis of XWT U D1'Vwa? His
explanation begins with a tragic episode in 7' ' X 78Inw, where we read of the punishment
pronounced on the family of Eli HaKohen Gadol for the brazen behavior of his sons, Chofni
and Pinchas. Hashem tells Shmuel, "nama "2y n12 [iy 192n' ox '2v N2 Myavl 2721
nNanai/Therefore | have sworn concerning the house of Eli that the sin of the house of Eli
would never be atoned for by sacrifice or meal-offering." In essence, the house of Eli will
be destroyed and his n%iT2 NN lineage will be severed forever. Rava, in .n' Nlwn wx,
tells us that “with sacrifice or offering the sin of Eli’s house is not atoned, but it can be
atoned through Torah study.” Rav Meir Simcha boldly tells us that the wiTn of the Sifrei’s



exegesis of RWT 2V D1'WWA1 is that for sins which a 1'w would absolve, so too would Torah
study-as he puts it, nikvnn 91 2u. More than just Xn1). The power of Torah!

Continues Rav Meir Simcha: Lest one think that removing Eli’s house from the n%iT2 n21n2
was a “total loss”, there is a “silver lining” to the decree. In :X' NN the Mishna discusses
the duties of a 7iT) |02 and tells us that the difference between a 2iT) |n2 anointed with
the anointing oil i.e., a n1¥NN |n3, versus one consecrated by donning multiple garments
i.e., D'TA12 NN NI, is only that the latter does not bring the 127 D%VN 19, the bull that
comes for the (inadvertent) transgression by the 2iT) |02 of any of the mitzvos. Rather, he
brings a sheep or goat. The Gemara adds that R’ Meir disagrees-even the nannn |03
0'TX12 brings the bull. The reason that a bull is the required |27 is that when a person
like the 2iT2 D2 commits an N2y, even unintentionally, there is an associated nwin 717'n-
atonement for that requires more than a sheep or a goat, it needs a larger bull. Returning
to the curse on the house of Eli, the sin of Chofni and Pinchas included nvjn 217'n. Had the
family remained D'2iT) 0203, they would never have been able to receive atonement for
the sin of Chofni and Pinchas being that Hashem swore that nnana1 N1t would not work
but neither would Torah study, since according to Rav Meir Simcha’s explanation of the
Sifrei, Torah study is “only” on the level of X&T '2U D1'WwWa but not on the level of a 19.
According to Rav Meir Simcha, Rava’s remark in .n' nawn wx1 that the sin of Eli’s house
can be atoned through Torah study applies only after the house lost the n%iTa nJ1n2!
NYT 2 D1'WRA. NiRLNDD 942 7V.

Rav Meir Simcha ends this piece with a dramatic statement that should resonate within
us during these D'N1i1 D'N!: DT WA 7Y iN2712N NI NIN N2 WiTRD 7¢ IN77) naiv!
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