Insights from the Meshech Chochma
vt PONITA [N2N NNNAY 1'KN Q0
1"awn NN NYI9

Shulie Plawes

ANTDNR N'AY| D'DY 'Y T2 N'YY] ...2120 2T T 17V N'YL 11937 YINR1 NN N 20T iNR D'ay|

(T,ar,8 "N 9) ..AaINY ANTN@I D'WYI ...
You shall cover (the Aron) with pure gold, from within and from without shall you cover it,
and you shall make on it a gold crown i.e., a golden rim projecting upward and encircling the
top of the Aron, all around... You shall make staves of acacia wood and cover them with gold.
...you shall make a Cover (for the Aron) of pure gold...

The gold used for the Aron and the Nn1@2 was 1inY 1NT. What does that mean? In Yerushalmi
Shekalim, R’ Yehuda in the name of Assi enlightens us: “Shlomo HaMelech took 1,000 talents
of silver, put them repeatedly into the smelting furnace until they were reduced to one... R’
Yose ben R’ Yehuda said, ‘It happened that the golden candelabrum which Moshe made in
the Midbar was in excess of one gold denar, and they returned it to the fire eighty times and
it did not lose anything? This is correct. Before it is refined it loses a lot, once it is refined it
will not miss anything.” This is also reported in Bavli .02 NININ. 1iNL 20T is the ultimate in
refined gold. Chizkuni say it as follows: N?i09 X721 D'X'D N71 i.e., not containing any foreign
particles.

Rav Meir Simcha questions why with regards to the Aron and the n1a2, the Torah tells us that
they are to be made of this 1inv 2nT1 but the 71 and the 012, which were also permanent
fixtures on the Aron, were to be made of 2T but did not need 1inV 1NT? In @ most novel way,
Rav Meir Simcha proposes that the Aron and the n1@2, whose purpose was to have the nwy
ninaTn placed in them, were like the parchment of the tefillin which has the parshiyos written
on it. That 977 requires NRYW? T1a'y and as Rambam in X' 'K |'7'an NI27n explains “the q%p for
tefillin... must be processed with this purpose in mind i.e., to be used for the tefillin
parshiyos.” Similarly, Rav Meir Simcha tells us, when the Torah directs them to make the Aron
and the n1@2 from 1inw 2T, it means that not only must the gold go through a very rigorous
refinement process but that refinement also needs to be done nnY?-to be used for the Aron
and the n1@2. Quite a big wiT'n. The 11 and the 0'T12, on the other hand, are more like the
n'n2 of tefillin, which do not require nnY? T1a' and so, the gold used to make them would
not need NNY? |2'MnY i.e., to melt it down for this specific intention. Rav Meir Simcha adds
that the GRA in 2 A7 0'"n NIX 1NV |N%W, when discussing the D'Ma of tefillin, tells us this
outright: anything which does not require a special processing, T2y, does not need to be
done nnvj?!

Continues Rav Meir Simcha: What about the Cherubim of which the Torah tells us, n'wyl
AT 0202 D'2¥/And you shall make two cherubim of gold-is it possible that these crucial parts
of the Aron were not made of 1inL 2NT? Rav Meir Simcha says that since the Torah writes that



NN2320 NiXp Wn DNR NYYR nYpn.../...hammered out shall you make them, from both ends
of the Cover, it is obvious that they were made of 1inv 2nT1 and therefore, it does not have to
be written explicitly. He says that it is exactly what Rambam writes regarding the Menorah in
ID A N1'N2N N2 NI70: “The pasuk does not state, 1inL ANT n'MiNd i.e., (the Menorah’s) lamps
shall be of pure gold, for the lamps were permanently fixed in the Menorah, and were
included in the talent of gold from which the Menorah was fashioned.” And the same would
apply to the Cherubim. (Rav Daskal, in his ninan on the Meshech Chochmah, points out that
Targum Yonasan, in his translation of 20T 0272 DY N'wYI does add 2NTT |'21N2 [N TAUNI
127-you shall make two Cherubim of pure gold.)

Rav Daskal makes an interesting observation which adds a deeper understanding to this
piece. He notes that later in 'TIp2 Nw19, where the Torah reviews the 1'721 j]awn n'wy i.e., the
actual construction of the Mishkan and its vessels, it writes ...2inp 201 1DV 1wY'1/They made
bells of pure gold... Rav Meir Simcha there points out that when Moshe was commanded to
make the 1701 |awn, earlier in NIXM NYN9, the pasuk writes that he should make "nyai
ant/and gold bells but does not mention 1inv. Although not the thrust of his explanation for
the discrepancy, Rav Meir Simcha’s opening remark is very interesting: 1IXIY DipN1 QX NXM
1N 2NT NiWY? D'RYI 1'0 ,DND 2NTi.e., it would appear that even those items which may be
constructed using plain gold, they would be permitted to use pure gold. If so, Rav Daskal tells
us, it is likely that they always used 1inv 11, as part of 4n)IXI 27 N1/ This is my G-d and | will
beautify Him. If so, what is the practical difference between writing 1inD 20T or DAD 1NT?
This, according to Rav Daskal, may have prompted Rav Meir Simcha to create a new criterion
of what being commanded to use 1inL 1NT necessitates-NnY? |2'Mn?!

2"t 0I7W "1 |2 0NN 28w NI 1Ak NRwa 121
A"y TAIAN [AN7N 1 N2 7N M MK NN 1019
2"t NN7W 2XIW 12 N2 2pyt ' NI N nnwa 1217
vt (]P791) NNAY DNNAN 1 2 DTN 20 AW 12171
NNJN JWN 190 2V NINan 12NN



