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(Avraham said to Hashem): “My Lord, Hashem/Elokim: Whereby shall | know that | am
to inherit (the Land)?”

Our pasuk follow a series of pesukim where Hashem tells Avraham that, "D72ax X1 7X...
TRA D210 IW 77 a0 1IN/ fear not, Avram, | am a shield for you; your reward is very
great.” And, Hashem promises him offspring and that, "8in 7'vnn RX! WK DX ...
e/ ...only him that shall come forth from within you shall inherit you,” and finally he is
told to, "quT N N3 7 AN DNK 1807 721M DX D'22i30 1901 NRMYD X1 ba.../...Gaze
now, toward the Heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them,” and He said
to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Incredibly positive and upbeat promises.
Incredulously, Avraham asks Hashem, nJg'x 'a yTX NnN2a? Many Mefarshim question this.
As Rav Hirsch* puts it: “This cannot mean, ‘By what sign shall | know that | will possess it?’
Just now it said of Avraham that his whole life consisted of 'na ninx, unreserved
confidence in G-d’s guidance. It is inconceivable that he would ask for a sign of assurance
about a promise that had been repeated several times.” The n%21pni ana (R’ Yaakov Tzvi
Mecklenburg, 1785-1865) says it this way: 712N0' iN12T NANXA PAADN? ‘N AINK? N2'70 12
in1.

Perhaps because of this difficulty, Rashi offers an alternative explanation that, “When
Avraham asked, 'VTX Nn3,' he was not requesting a sign of Him. Rather, he said before
Him, ‘Let me know through what merit (my offspring) will last in (the Land).” HKBH said to
him, ‘Through the merit of the ni1a1p." RADAK says the following: “The meaning of the
words UTN N2 cannot be that the same man who had just been given credit for his utter
faith in Hashem now has developed doubts, nothing having occurred to cause such
doubts. He wanted to know how he could be certain that when his (offspring) would
inherit the land that it would remain theirs forever. Perhaps, due to a sin, future
generations might forfeit their claim to the land of Canaan, just as the present occupants
had forfeited their claim through their sins. Unless they had, why would Hashem want to
dispossess them? He hoped that just as Hashem had shown him the stars as an illustration
that his offspring would be people of great substance, so Hashem would show him a
further illustration of a means by which his offspring would reinforce their title to that
Land once they had settled in it.”



Rav Meir Simcha presents an explanation of UTX nna based on concepts that he
repeatedly utilizes in his Sefer. That is, that a prophecy revealed by Hashem to a Navi
concerning someone else, cannot be altered in any way. If there is any change, that Navi
is deemed an imposter with all the ramifications of the accusation. If the Navi is told by
Hashem of something to occur to himself, that outcome may change. How so? He refers
us to his Rebbe, Rambam’s explanation of this very sensitive subject in D"2an 0 NnTpn
nimwn?: “Regarding the matter of Yaakov's fear after HKBH promised Him good
proclamations, as it is stated, 771 WK 232 N1 70V I NAnL/Behold, | am with you;
I will protect you wherever you go, and yet he feared lest he die, as it is stated, 2py! NI
i7 %1 T8RN/ Yaakov was greatly frightened and he was distressed, 2"1n said about this... in
.TNI02 that Yaakov [ivn TNan, was afraid of sin, lest it cause him death. And that is what
7"1n said..., 'Nbnn DN XYW, This teaches that HKBH promises good, and yet the sins
overcome it and this good does not materialize. But it is to be known that this matter is
only between HKBH and the Navi. However, that HKBH should say to the Navi to promise
a good proclamation to other people in an absolute statement without any condition and
it does not materialize, such a thingis null and isimpossible for it to be. As otherwise there
would be no room for us to establish the trustworthiness of a Navi, and HKBH gave us in
our Torah the fundamental principle that a Navi is tested when his promises are
validated.”

With this important principle established, Rav Meir Simcha returns to our pasuk and
Avraham’s query. Avraham had no doubt that what Hashem told him regarding his
offspring, AW 81N A'WNN K¥! TWN DX 13, JYIT N N3 17 QN DNR 1807 7217 DX and that
they will conquer Eretz Yisrael, will occur-for after all, he was a Navi and as Rambam told
us, “that HKBH should say to the Navi to promise a good proclamation to other people...
and it not materialize, such a thing is null and it is impossible for it to be”-and he did not
require any sort of sign for this. If it were his question, he would have asked Hashem, nna
VTN period i.e., show me a sign for everything You have promised me and my children.
Avraham though was concerned about a matter “that was only between HKBH and a
Navi” i.e., what Hashem told him about himself-his inheritance of Eretz Yisrael. VN nn2
MR 2-how do | know that / will inherit the Land i.e., Xunn DX XY and [/ will be
removed from the equation. That is an extremely sincere and non-doubting concern from
the ultimate 'n2 |'"nxN who was totally committed ini'p21 12an' in1aT NRAKY!

*With permission of the Editors.
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