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ם  כְסָּ לֶף וּמִׁ ים אָּ ה וּשְלֹשִׁ שָּ ר שִׁ קָּ בָּ ים. )פרק לא' לח( לַּוְהַּ בְעִׁ יִׁם וְשִׁ  ה' שְנַּ
And the cattle (came to) thirty-six thousand-and the tribute to Hashem was seventy-two. 
 

The Artscroll Stone Edition Chumash editors eloquently help us with the context of this pasuk: 
After the conclusion of the victorious war against Midyan “Hashem commanded (Moshe) on 
how the spoils should be divided. The greatest share went to those who actually fought and 
put their lives in danger; the rest of the Nation shared to a lesser extent, and a specified 
portion was to be contributed to the Mishkan treasury and to the Leviim.” The Torah tells us 
that the Leviim’s share was one fiftieth of the booty and the Mishkan treasury received a one 
five-hundredth share. Thus, with regards to the cattle, the  'ם לַּה כְסָּ  .was seventy-two מִׁ
 

Rav Meir Simcha notices a peculiarity with our pasuk: Instead of writing ר קָּ  as in the next ,וְבָּ
two pesukim i.e., ים אֶלֶף וַּחֲמֵש מֵאוֹת ים שְלֹשִׁ לֶף and וַּחֲמֹרִׁ ר אָּ שָּ ה עָּ שָּ ם שִׁ דָּ  the Torah places ,וְנֶפֶש אָּ
a ה יעָּ יְדִׁ ר and writes ,ה a definitive ,ה הַּ קָּ בָּ  Furthermore, a few pasukim later, when the Torah .וְהַּ
discusses the half-share of the spoils for the Nation, it writes, לֶף ים אָּ ה וּשְלֹשִׁ שָּ ר שִׁ קָּ  with no וּבָּ
ר for the ה קָּ  ?here. How should we understand these inconsistencies בָּ
 

His explanation begins with a Mishna in ז ד'   If one consecrates all his possessions“ :שקלים 
without specifying for what purpose, and among them are animals that are suitable to be 
sacrificed on the Altar, male and females, R’ Eliezer says that since he did not specify 
otherwise, everything is consecrated for יִׁת בָּ הַּ  Temple maintenance. ‘Therefore, any ,בֶדֶק 
males should be sold to people requiring עוֹלוֹת and the females should be sold to those 
requiring ים  i.e., to individuals who will sacrifice them as such, and their proceeds should ,שְלָּמִׁ
go with the remainder of his property to the fund for יִׁת בָּ הַּ  R’ Yehoshua says that ’.בֶדֶק 
although he did not specify for what purpose he consecrated his possessions, it may be 
assumed that he intended the animals to be consecrated as עוֹלוֹת which are the highest level 
one can consecrate to  ְדֵשהֶק . ‘Therefore, any males should themselves be sacrificed as עוֹלוֹת, 
and any females, since they cannot be brought as עוֹלוֹת, should be sold to those who will 
sacrifice them as ים  and the monetary value that is received from their sale should be ,שְלָּמִׁ
used to purchase and bring עוֹלוֹת. The remainder of his property should go to the fund for 
יִׁת בָּ  R’ Papias says: ‘I heard a teaching in accord with both their opinions: One who… ’.בֶדֶק הַּ
consecrates with specificity i.e., he specified each category by saying, ‘My animals and my 
belongings are consecrated,’ we do as R’ Eliezer. All go to the יִׁת בָּ  One who consecrates .בֶדֶק הַּ
in a non-specified way i.e., he did not articulate different categories but simply said that all of 
his ים סִׁ  are consecrated, we can assume that he wishes each item for its best use-animals נְכָּ
for sacrifice as עוֹלוֹת and other property for יִׁת בָּ   ”’.we do as R’ Yehoshua-בֶדֶק הַּ
 



Rav Meir Simcha returns to our passage. Hashem tells Moshe to give a  'מֶכֶס לַּה from the spoils, 
צאֹן/ ן הַּ ים וּמִׁ חֲמֹרִׁ ן הַּ ר וּמִׁ קָּ בָּ ן הַּ ם וּמִׁ דָּ אָּ ן הָּ מִׁ of persons, oxen, donkeys, and sheep. This is very similar 

to the Mishna’s יו סָּ יש נְכָּ קְדִׁ מַּ  and where the Donor does not specify what He is consecrating הַּ
it for i.e., the Altar or יִׁת בָּ הַּ  In this case then, R’ Papias would say that we follow the .בֶדֶק 
opinion of  R’ Yehoshua and therefore with regards to the appropriate animals, the  ר קָּ  and בָּ
ים and the females are sold for ,עוֹלוֹת the males are sacrificed as ,צאֹן  and those monies ,שְלָּמִׁ
will be used to bring עוֹלוֹת. The   ם דָּ אָּ and the ים  which obviously cannot be brought as ,חֲמֹרִׁ
נוֹת רְבָּ יִׁת would be sold and their proceeds directed to the ,קָּ בָּ   .בֶדֶק הַּ
 

And now Rav Meir Simcha can focus on our pasuk’s ה יעָּ יְדִׁ ם   .ה הַּ כְסָּ לֶף וּמִׁ ים אָּ ה וּשְלֹשִׁ שָּ ר שִׁ קָּ בָּ וְהַּ
יםלַּ  בְעִׁ וְשִׁ יִׁם  ה' שְנַּ  is after Hashem’s command and is a report of what Moshe counted of the 

spoils and informing us that Moshe, as Hashem told him, was יש קְדִׁ ים seventy-two מַּ רִׁ  as בְקָּ
ם   כְסָּ לַּה' מִׁ . As opposed to יו סָּ נְכָּ יש  קְדִׁ מַּ חֲלֹקֶת where we had a ,הַּ  ’between R’ Eliezer and R מַּ

Yehoshua and the intermediate position of R’ Papias, our pasuk would be a case of   יש קְדִׁ מַּ הַּ
יו ינָּא we are told, according to the תמורה לא: where in בְהֵמוֹתָּ חְרִׁ נָּא אַּ ישָּ  even R’ Eliezer would ,לִׁ
concede that all the animals are consecrated for the Altar i.e., the males are brought as עוֹלוֹת, 
and the females are sold for ים  ,The reason for this .עוֹלוֹת  and the funds are used to bring ,שְלָּמִׁ
as Rav Adda bar Ahava there tells us is that a person does not set aside his ability to consecrate 
for  ַּזְבֵח יִׁת and instead consecrate it for קׇדְשֵי מִׁ בַּ  Rav Meir Simcha proposes that our .קׇדְשֵי בֶדֶק הַּ
ר קָּ בָּ ה s'הַּ יעָּ יְדִׁ  ,.is alluding to the significant preeminence of this donation to the Mishkan i.e ה הַּ
that all would agree that these seventy-two animals would end up, whether directly or 
through exchange purchases, as עוֹלוֹת, the purest and most elevated method of giving to 
 when the Torah enumerates the spoils given to the ,פסוק מד And that is why later, in !הֶקְדֵש
Nation, it writes לֶף ים אָּ ה וּשְלֹשִׁ שָּ ר שִׁ קָּ ה without a וּבָּ יעָּ יְדִׁ  as these animals were being given ,ה הַּ
to the people for mundane use.  
 

Once again, as our author has shown us numerous times, even a seemingly extra letter in the 
Torah must be accounted for and from it, in the right “hands”, a much more profound 
understanding of the א שֶל פְשוּטוֹ קְרָּ  !can be developed  מִׁ
 
 

 

 

ישראל  ר' מנחם בן ר' שלום ז"ל  לזכר נשמת אבי מורי  
ע"הלזכר נשמת אמי מורתי רחל בת ר' אלחנן אביגדור   

ז"ללזכר נשמת חמי מורי ר' יעקב נתן בן ר' ישראל שלמה   
זצ"ל הרב יהודה בן ר' אברהם שמחה )קופרמן(   ולזכר נשמת  
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