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( )איכה ה' יח.ﬠַ ל הַ ר צִ יוֹן ֶשׁ ָשׁמֵ ם שׁוּﬠָ לִ ים ִהלְ כוּ בוֹ
(For this our heart was faint,)…: for Mount Zion, which lies desolate, foxes prowl over it.
Although Rav Meir Simcha did not devote an entire Sefer to Eichah, he fortunately did
leave us several pieces on this Megillah and specifically on this pasuk.
He begins the discussion with the well-known Midrash on this pasuk: “It happened that
Rabban Gamliel, R’ Elazar ben Azaria, R’ Yehoshua, and R’ Akiva… were ascending to
Yerushalayim. When they arrived at Mount Scopus, they rent their garments. When
they arrived at the Temple Mount, they saw a fox emerging from the place of the Holy
of Holies. They began weeping, and R’ Akiva was laughing. They said to him: ‘Akiva, you
always astonish us, we are weeping and you are laughing.’ He said to them: ‘Why are
you weeping?’ They said to him: ‘Shall we not weep? The place in whose regard it is
written, וְהַ זָר הַ קָ ֵרב יוּמָ ת/And the non-priest who approaches shall be put to death,
behold, a fox emerges from it. Whoa that the verse stated of it, ﬠַ ל הַ ר צִ יוֹן ֶשׁ ָשׁמֵ ם שׁוּﬠָ לִ ים
 ִהלְ כוּ בוֹhas been fulfilled!’ He said to them: ‘It is for this reason that I am laughing.
Behold Hashem says,... וְאֶ ת זְ כ ְַריָהוּ...אוּריָה
ִ וְאָ ִﬠ ָידה לִ י ﬠֵ ִדים ֶנ ֱאמָ נִ ים אֵ ת/I had trustworthy
witnesses testify for Me, Uriah… and Zechariah... What does Uriah have to do with
Zechariah? Uriah was in the First Temple and Zechariah was in the Second? Rather, what
did Uriah say? ִירוּשׁ ַליִם ﬠִ יִים ִתּ ְהיֶה
ָ  צִ יוֹן ָשׂדֶ ה תֵ חָ ֵרשׁ ו...'כֹּה אָ מַ ר ה/So said Hashem, ‘Zion will be
plowed like a field, and Jerusalem will be heaps.’ What did Zechariah say? עֹד י ְֵשׁבוּ זְ קֵ נִ ים
ְרוּשׁ ָליִם ו ְִאישׁ ִמ ְשׁﬠַ נְ תּוֹ ְבּיָדוֹ מֵ רֹב י ִָמים
ָ וּזְ ֵקנוֹת בִּ ְרחֹ בוֹת י/Old men and old women will again sit in
the squares of Jerusalem, each man with his staff in his hand, due to advanced age.’ And
it is written afterwards, ָוּרחֹ בוֹת הָ ﬠִ יר יִמָ לְ אוּ ְיל ִָדים וִילָדוֹת ְמ ַשׂחֲ ִקים ִבּ ְרחֹ בֹתֶ יה/The
ְ
city squares
will be filled with boys and girls playing in its squares.’ HKBH said: ‘I have these two
witnesses. If the words of Uriah are realized, the words of Zechariah will be realized, and
if the words of Uriah are void, the words of Zechariah are void.’ R’ Akiva continued: ‘I
was joyful that the words of Uriah were realized, for ultimately so will the words of
Zechariah!’ They said to him: ‘Akiva, you have comforted us.  ִתּ ְתנַחֵ ם ְבּ ַרגְ לֵי ְמבַ ֵשׂרi.e., may
you be comforted by the feet of the heralder, Eliyahu HaNavi.’”
Never quite satisfied with a superficial understanding of even the most straightforward
interchange, Rav Meir Simcha (re)interprets this Midrash with a dramatic twist. R’ Akiva
was known to be a follower of the renegade warrior Bar Kochba, as we were told earlier,

in Midrash Eichah Rabba, “R’ Akiva, when he would look at Shimon bar Kochba, would
say: ‘ הַ יְינוּ מַ לְ כָּא ְמ ִשׁיחָ אi.e., this is the messianic king.’ (To which R’ Yochanan ben Torata
answered, ‘Akiva, grass will grow in your cheeks and (the Mashiach) will still not have
come.’)” His three colleagues mentioned in the Midrash were suspicious that perhaps R’
Akiva’s “laughter” was out of a rejoicing that his Mashiach, Bar Kochba, will shortly
ascend to power. Even when R’ Akiva was attempting to comfort them with his remarks
that his happiness was because he felt that just as the prophecy of Uriah has come to
fruition, so too, at some time in the future, will Zechariah’s, they were still wary. They
told him  ִתּ ְתנַחֵ ם ְבּ ַרגְ לֵי ְמבַ ֵשׂר,ﬠ ֲִקיבָ א נִ חַ ְמ ָתּנוּ-why the two appreciations? One was for the
consolation that Hashem has not forsaken his people-they will rise again, as per
Zechariah’s prophecy. The second was to make R’ Akiva “understand” that the true
 נחמהwill be when the Mashiach arrives בּ ַרגְ לֵי ְמבַ ֵשׂר.
ְ This is a reference to :עירובין מג,
where we are told that Eliyahu will arrive the day before the coming of the Mashiach.
He is the מבַ ֵשׂר.
ְ And they were hinting to him, since Eliyahu has not arrived, Bar Kochba
cannot be the Mashiach!*
We are fortunate to have Rav Meir Simcha’s printed thoughts on perhaps one of the
most famous Midrashic “conversations” in all the Torah. His explanation of it gives a
fresh historical perspective on an extremely poignant exchange which has become a
source of hope for all of us. May we merit the coming of Mashiach soon, heralded by
Eliyahu HaNavi,  יְשׁוּעוֹת ְונֶחָ מוֹת,!וִיבַ ֶשׂר לָנוּ ְבּשׂוֹרוֹת טוֹבוֹת
*Rav Kupperman זצ"ל, in his  הגהותon the Meshech Chochma astutely points out that Rav Meir Simcha
clearly does not agree with the position of the G”RYZ who feels that the earlier presence of the ְמבַ ֵשׂר
occurs only if the Mashiach comes at his preset time. If, however, the Mashiach presents himself at an
earlier time, because  כלל ישראלis deemed worthy, as Hashem tells us in ישעיהו, ישׁ ָנה
ֶ  ְבּﬠִ ָתּה אֲ ִח/I,
Hashem, will speed (the final Redemption and Mashiach’s arrival) in due time, the  ְמבַ ֵשׂרwill not
necessarily herald him.
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