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ָעָׂשה ה  ַהגֹוים ַעל   ְוָאְמרּו ׇּכל  ַהֶזה  'ֶמה  ַהָגדֹול  ָהַאף  ֳחִרי  ֶמה  ָלָאֶרץ ַהזֹאת  ָעְזבּו ֶאת   . ָּכָכה  ֲאֶׁשר    ְוָאְמרּו ַעל 
 כד) - כג  כט'  (פרק . י ֲאֹבָתם ֲאֶׁשר ָּכַרת ִעָמם ְּבהֹוִציאֹו ֹאָתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִיםקֵ ֱא 'ְּבִרית ה

And all nations will say, “For what did Hashem do thus to this Land; why this 
wrathfulness of great anger?” And all the nations will say, “Because they forsook the 
covenant of Hashem, the G-d of their forefathers, that He made with them when He took 
them out of the land of Mitzraim.” 

 
The other nations will see a Land that was formerly / ּוְדָבׁש  ָזַבת ָחָלב flowing with milk and 
honey  transformed into a wasteland after ׇכל ְׂשֵרָפה  ָוֶמַלח  ַאְרָצה  ׇגְפִרית  /all its soil was 
devastated by sulfur and salt. How could such a thing happen? They will conclude that 
only one thing could have caused such desolation:   ֱאַוֵיְלכּו ...ים ֲאֵחִרים ִק ַויַַעְבדּו  /They went 
and served the gods of others…  The people of the Land abandoned their proven, all-
powerful G-d to worship deities that had no power and no legitimacy. And therefore, 

... ֶאֶרץ ַאֶחֶרת  ַוַיְׁשִלֵכם ֶאל/ He cast them to another land…  
 
Rav Meir Simcha’s focus is on the  .ֲאֶׁשר ָּכַרת ִעָמם ְּבהֹוִציאֹו ֹאָתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים  ...'ְּבִרית ה  Clearly 
this is referring to 'ְכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל s acceptance of HKBH’s Torah for which in return they would 
receive  ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל as promised to the  ָת ובֹ א . However, when they agreed to this covenant, they 
were certainly under extreme duress. They left Mitzraim and were traveling in a desert with the 
Egyptian army behind them and the Yam Suf in front of them. Unless they were rescued by a 
miracle, they would cease to exist. And HKBH “came through.” Their day-to-day existence 
required constant miracles to supply them with food, water and protection from the elements 
as well as their enemies. And it was all provided to them by HKBH. Rav Meir Simcha believes 
that in this way the  ה  ְּבִרית'  was coerced on them-they realized that they had to accept it. He 
refers us to the well-known in  מאמר חז"ל ח. שבת פ: ַוִיְתַיְצבּו ְּבַתְחִּתית ָהָהר/   (At the Revelation at Har 
Sinai the people) stood at the bottom of the mountain and Rabbi Avdimi said: ‘The Jewish 
people actually stood beneath the mountain, and HKBH covered them with the mountain as 
though it were an upturned vat, and said to them: ‘If you accept the Torah, fine, but if not, 
there will be your burial.’ Rav Acha bar Yaakov added: ‘From here stem strong grounds for a 
notification of coercion regarding acceptance of the Torah.’ Rava said: ‘Even so, they again 
accepted it willingly in the time of Achashverosh.’” Certainly, a difficult piece of Gemara and 
Rav Meir Simcha prefers the explanation of the Rashba, who quotes his Rebbe, the Ramban, 
that receiving the gift of   ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל was contingent on their fulfilling the Torah. If they do not, 
they could certainly avoid punishment by saying that they were coerced into accepting the 



Mitzvos, but regardless, they would lose the gift that came along with it. The Land would be 
destroyed, and they would be exiled from it.   
  
So that  according to Rav Meir Simcha, the sequence of the pasukim is as follows: ֲאֶׁשר    '...ְּבִרית ה
 .ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל refers to the covenant which gave them the gift of ָּכַרת ִעָמם ְּבהֹוִציאֹו ֹאָתם ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים 
The punishment for breaking it was devastation to the Land, /ַוֲעֹמָרה ְסֹדם   like the  ְּכַמְהֵּפַכת 
upheaval of Sodom and Gomorrah. With one major difference-with regards to Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the inhabitants of the cities were destroyed with them. With regards to ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל, 

ַּכיֹום ַהֶזה  ַוַיְׁשִלֵכם ֶאל ֶאֶרץ ַאֶחֶרת /  (Hashem) cast (its people) to another land, as this very day.   ַּכיֹום
 what day is this referring to? Rav Meir Simcha explains that it is referring to the day/period-ַהֶזה
when they left Mitzraim. Their wanderings in future exiles will be like when they left Mitzraim. 
Hashem will continue to watch over them, although in a more subtle manner, to prevent them 
from being destroyed. Until finally, as we read in the next Perek,  ַהגֹוִים ֲאֶׁשר    ְלָבֶב ְּבׇכל  ַוֲהֵׁשֹבָת ֶאל

ָמהקֶ ֱא  'ִהִדיֲח ה ...קֶ ְוַׁשְבָּת ַעד ה' ֱא  .י ָׁשֽ ְלָבְב ּוְבׇכל ַנְפֶׁשְּבׇכל    י /you will take it to your heart among 
all the nations where Hashem, your G-d, has dispersed you, and you will return unto Hashem, 
your G-d… with all your heart and all your soul. When ִיְׂשָרֵאל     ְכַלל   is able to attain such an 
elevated level of repentance,  ְוִקֶּבְצ ב  ה...  ָהַעִמים   ִמׇּכל  ְוָׁש֗ ֶאלקֶ ֱא   'ֶוֱהִביֲא  ֲאֶׁשר   י  ָיְרׁשּו    ָהָאֶרץ 
 Then Hashem, your G-d, will bring back your captivity… and bring you to the Land that/ֲאֹבֶתי

your forefathers possessed. The last time that we experienced a national ְּתׁשּוָבה that was     ְּבׇכל
ַנְפֶׁש  ְלָבְב ּוְבׇכל  occurred during the Purim era and what transpired immediately afterwards? A 

return to our gift, ֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל, and the rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash.  
 
The power of sincere ְּתׁשּוָבה. Especially if we can do it altogether. With amazing rewards. What 
a compelling lesson for us to internalize as we head into the Yamim Noroim!  

 

 

 

 
 

 לזכר נשמת אבי מורי ישראל מנחם בן ר' שלום ז"ל
 לזכר נשמת אמי מורתי רחל בת ר' אלחנן אביגדור ע"ה

מורי יעקב נתן בן ר' ישראל שלמה ז"ל לזכר נשמת חמי   
 ולזכר נשמת  הרב יהודה בן ר' אברהם שמחה (קופרמן) זצ"ל 

 מחבר  הגההות על ספר משך חכמה
 


