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 (פרק יג' ט)  .ִמִמְצָרִים ' ִּכי ְּבָיד ֲחָזָקה הֹוִצֲא ה ...ֵּבין ֵעיֶני ְִזָּכרֹוןיְָד ּול  ַעל אֹותְוָהָיה ְל לְ 
And (the tefillin) shall be for you a sign on your arm and a reminder between your eyes… 
that with a mighty hand Hashem freed you from Egypt. 
 
Rav Meir Simcha chooses this pasuk to present tenets regarding our status as Hashem’s 
ְסֻגָלה  but in fact, as will be shown, he combines earlier pasukim and later ones to ַעם 
formulate this important piece.  
 
He begins by presenting his understanding of  אֹות and ִזָּכרֹון, and with it is able to connect 
why specifically the hand tefillin are referred to as an  אֹות while the forehead tefillin are 
called a  אֹות .ִזָּכרֹון/sign in our verse is something which will help us reinforce our faith in 
our relationship with Hashem in the future. ִזָּכרֹון, on the other hand, looks at the past 
and with 20/20 hindsight lets us “see” how our special relationship with Hashem 
expressed itself.   
 
 uniquely brings these concepts to the forefront. The process revealed to the ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים
entire world Hashem’s  ַהְׁשָגָחה ְּפָרִטית over ְּכַלל ִיְׂשָרֵאל and furthermore that He will never 
forsake us. This is so beautifully presented in Midrash Vayikra Rabba with the exegesis 
of R’ Elazar on the pasuk in  ים ָלבֹוא ָלַקַחת לֹו גֹוי ִמֶקֶרב גֹויִק אֹו ֲהִנָסה ֱא/ ,דברים ד' לד Or has any 
god ever miraculously come to take for himself a nation from amidst a nation-both the 
Egyptians and the Jewish people were sinners before Hashem and both were rock-
bottom spiritually-גֹוי ִמֶקֶרב גֹוי-and yet the Jews were taken out of Egypt, as He promised. 
This is the most powerful sign of His deep love of  ְּכַלל  ִיְׂשָרֵאל! And for all future 
generations this will be a source of comfort that Hashem will ultimately bring the    ְגֻאָלה.
  .ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים  are aptly connected with ִזָּכרֹון and אֹות
 
Later, the pasuk tells us / ְל ָיְדָכה  ַעל  אֹות ְוָהָיה  And (the tefillin) shall be for you a sign on 
your arm - חז"ל  in .מנחות לז comment on the unusual spelling of ָיְדָכה and explain that this 
is the source for placing the tefillin on the weak-ֵּכָהה-arm. Rav Meir Simcha sees in this 
-another application: Even at our weakest moments, in the despair of the Diaspora חז"ל 
we have an  אֹות that Hashem will eventually redeem us. Our hidden secret-the   ְּתִפילין ֶׁשל   
רֹאׁש   ְּתִפילין ֶׁשל , The .אֹות  is an-יָד  on the other hand, are for public display, for all to see. 
This reminds of our status in Egypt when everyone saw our unique link with HKBH. 

רֹאׁש ְּתִפילין ֶׁשל  is an appropriate  ִזָּכרֹון. 



 
Rav Meir Simcha now applies this to the Yom Tov celebrating our freedom from Egypt, 
and the two mitzvos most closely associated with it-the ,ַחג ַהֶּפַסח ֶּפַסח    ׇקְרַּבן  and .ַמָצה  The 
 is all about its past “history”. Was it prepared with the proper intentions, were the ׇקְרַּבן 
sacrificial services appropriately done? Only then can one fulfill the mitzva of eating 
from the  to remind and help us focus on the ,ִזָּכרֹון It certainly can serve as a   ֶּפַסח  ׇקְרַּבן.
great miracles Hashem performed for us because of His love for us. Matza, on the other 
hand, is more similar to an אֹות. Its status as  ֶלֶחם עֹוִני hearkens to a period when we are 
downtrodden. And once the wheat is harvested (or from the time the dough is kneaded) 
it is all about the future, it requires ִׁשימּור going forward-up until the time we are ready 
to partake of it as part of Mitzvas Matza. An appropriate אֹות. 
 
So that Rav Meir Simcha sees in these series of pasukim, which focus on ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים, a 
common theme of  אֹות and ִזָּכרֹון which he applies both to our  ְּתִפילין and to ַחג ַהֶּפַסח in a 
most ingenious way! 
 
 

 

 לזכר נשמת אבי מורי ישראל מנחם בן ר' שלום ז"ל
 לזכר נשמת אמי מורתי רחל בת ר' אלחנן אביגדור ע"ה

ישראל שלמה ז"ל לזכר נשמת חמי מורי יעקב נתן בן ר'   
 ולזכר נשמת  הרב יהודה בן ר' אברהם שמחה (קופרמן) זצ"ל 

 מחבר  הגההות על ספר משך חכמה
 


