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(b''N' P19) ...LAYRT APTY NIYY? 'N MTNRYI IMOX N2 DRI A DR DIXIWR VR? YT 2
(Hashem says,) “For | have loved (Avraham), because he commands his children and his
household after him that they keep the way of Hashem, doing charity and justice...”

Rav Meir Simcha’s piece on this pasuk, which is one of several, seems to have been inspired
by a discrepancy with a pasuk in 1D 'n 2 7NINY, ARTYI LAY AV TiT 02X 72 2V TIT M
iny 727/Dovid reigned over all Israel; Dovid administered justice and charity to his entire
people. Why in our pasuk is it written b9Yn1 npTY whereas with regards to Dovid HaMelech,
it is reversed i.e., NPT LIYN?

To answer this, Rav Meir Simcha begins with the Biblical source for the seven Noahide laws
which is based on an exegesis in :12 |'7TN10 of a pasuk earlier in N'wN11, DTXRD 2V D'P7X "N IXY
..22NRP 23N 20 YV 730 N72/And the Hashem G-d commanded the man, saying: Of every tree
of the garden, you may freely eat... R” Yochanan interpreted Ix'l as referring to “establishing
|'2'T-codes of civil law. As it states (in our pasuk), NRTY NIWY7 ...1"N2 NN QIX! WK (VN7 IMYT' 12
vawni." Continues the Gemara: “Were the descendants of Noach commanded to establish
courts of judgment? But is it not taught in a Baraisa: ‘Klal Yisrael was commanded to observe
ten mitzvot when they were in Marah: Seven that the Noahites accepted upon themselves,
to which were added three more: DXl ax T12121 NAY,|'2'T.” This would imply that |'2'T were not
part of the original Noahide laws?” Rava answers that what was added in Marah were niolp
i.e., penalties. These laws were added to the Noahide system of civil law that they had already
accepted. Rav Meir Simcha directs us to Rashi there who explains that Noahites are obligated
to observe a system of civil law based on returning the exact amount owed to its rightful
owner or arrange a suitable compromise. This is derived from (our Pasuk) where it was said
of Avraham that he would command his children to conduct bawni npTx-vawn referring to
exact judgements and NpTY as M9, compromise decisions. Thus, 1X'l told to Adam refers to
such a system. Nidlp-to penalize a person to pay more than the usual compensation, was not
commanded to them. At Marah, the Jews were given additional |'2'T-the penalty laws. And
50, DAWNI NPTX is |'TI MY9.

Continues Rav Meir Simcha: There is a dispute in :I |NTN10 regarding applying vixa,
mediation, to settle disputes. "R’ Eliezer (emphatically) says: ‘It is prohibited to mediate a
dispute; and anyone who mediates a dispute is a sinner; and anyone who blesses the
mediator is cursing Hashem. Rather, the judge must assure that the true judgment will prevail
at all costs and that it should, metaphorically, 700 nx |'T0 21ip'-pierce the mountain.” R’
Yehoshua ben Korcha says, ‘It is a mitzva to mediate a dispute... And similarly, with regards to
Dovid, it says npTX! baYn nWy. How are we to understand these words? Is it not true that



wherever there is strict justice, there is no charity, and wherever there is charity, there is no
strict justice? Rather, which justice has within it charity? You must say, ‘This is vix'a,
mediation.”” According to R’ Eliezer, why was Avraham praised for commanding his children
to do LAYNI APTY-|'TI MYA? Rav Meir Simcha answers that R’ Eliezer’s position applies only
to Jewish courts. There he believes 10 NX |'Tn 1ip'-unless the Jewish court, for whatever
reason, cannot reach a conclusion or, it is a NN |'T, the judge deduces from the witnesses’
words that their testimony is untrue-in these situations, mwa/vixa is permitted. A non-
Jewish court should judge based on moral, ethical and logical precepts and if they do so, as
Rav Meir Simcha puts it, DR?Y |"To VTi' DX 179X 1297 a1 RN, Returning to his original
“issue”-the reversed npTx1 DAWN by Dovid HaMelech, Rav Meir Simcha explains that Avraham
at this point, before Matan Torah, was halachically a Noahide. His civil law should emphasize
MYa/vixa-npx first and then bawn. And that is what he was lauded for. In 1b 'n 2 78iNY,
the pasuk is describing Dovid HaMelech’s court, a Jewish Court-where mgia/yix1a is a fallback
position for exceptional circumstances only-that is why npTY1 Lavwn nWY TiT 'Y i.e., first
LAWN and NPTY/MY/Vixi only when 100 NX ['T0 Qi is not possible.

Next, he takes us to Ramban, who later, in a1 '77 P19, says: “In the Talmud Yerushalmi they
discuss the law of |'a'T: “...With regards to Jewish courts, the rule is that from any case about
which 11n 02w nnrvY i.e., you clearly know what the ruling should be, you are ‘not permitted
to flee, but 110N DY NNX 'RY i.e., if you have, for whatever reason, not reached a conclusion
regarding the litigants’ claims, ‘you are permitted to flee” With regards to the Torah law
pertaining to non-Jewish courts, even when 11Qn D?Y NNK, ‘you are permitted to flee from
it.”” Rav Meir Simcha tells us that we do not have this Yerushalmi in our texts, and although
Ramban may understand it differently, he feels that this “phantom” Yerushalmi is agreeing
with him i.e., in Jewish courts, only when 11Qn D%Y NAKR 'X is ME/vixa permitted. In
Noahide courts, even if 1200 D2YW AKX, MYa/vixa is permitted!

Finally, Rav Meir Simcha refers us to :11 |"1Tn10, which discusses a woman’s role in the Noahide
judicial process. Rav Hamnuna raises an objection to the statement that a Noahide cannot be
judged by a woman: “But isn’t it written with regard to Avraham, who at that point had the
status of a Noahide, bawni NPT NiIWY?7 ...I"NNN iN NXI 112 X DX LN |YNY7-the word in'a is
referring to women i.e., that they were also commanded to execute vawni npTx?” R’
Hamnuna answers that npT¥? in'a,'T7 1'12. According to Rashi’s earlier explanation of npTX
as mwa this is very n'xnn, for although a woman cannot adjudicate in a Noahide court i.e.,
I'T? M3, Rav Meir Simcha tells us, she may mediate a compromise settlement, npT1X? inma!
T MY9-LIWDI NPTY.
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