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 וַיִפְקֹד אֹתָם מֹשֶׁה עַל פִּי ה' כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוָה. (פרק ג' טז)  
Moshe counted (the Leviim) according to the word of Hashem, as he had been commanded.  
  
Immediately before this, Hashem tells Moshe,  "זָכָר מִבֶּן  בְּנֵי לֵוִי לְבֵית אֲבֹתָם לְמִשְׁפְּחֹתָם כׇּל  פְּקֹד אֶת
תִּפְקְדֵם וָמַעְלָה   Count the sons of Levi, according to their families, every male  from one/חֹדֶשׁ 
month of age and up shall you count them.” Why does our pasuk have to repeat that Moshe 
Rabbeinu acted 'עַל פִּי ה? Midrash Tanchuma, as brought by Rashi, poignantly tells us that “he 
asked HKBH, ‘From what age should I be counƟng the Leviim?’ Hashem told him, ‘…every 
male from the age of a month and upward.’ Moshe said to Him, ‘Am I able to persevere and 
go around into their courtyards and into the midst of their houses to number each and every 
one of them?’ HKBH said to him, ‘You do your part, and I will do My part.’ R’ Yehuda HaLevi 
bar Shalom said, ‘Moshe would go and stand at the gate of the tent in quesƟon and the 
Shechinah would draw near and say to him, ‘There are five infants in this tent; there are ten 
infants in that tent.’ Where is it shown? Where it is stated אֹתָם מֹשֶׁה   פִּי ה'וַיִפְקֹד   i.e., he   עַל 
counted them just as the Shechinah told him.’” 
 

Rav Meir Simcha’s focus is on the last two words of our pasuk. Is not כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוָה also redundant? 
For what reason are we told such an obvious detail? Also,  צֻוָהכַּאֲשֶׁר  is an unusual verb form? 
His answer to these begins with an analysis of the first counƟng in our Parsha, i.e., the general 
census of the enƟre Klal Yisrael, males from twenty years old and up. He noƟces that all the 
ShevaƟm’s numbers are rounded to a whole digit-Reuven’s total is forty-six thousand five 
hundred, Shimon is  fiŌy-nine thousand three hundred, Gad is forty-five thousand six hundred 
and fiŌy, and so forth. Why so? He explains that with regards to the Klal Yisrael counƟng, at 
the beginning of the Parsha, Hashem told Moshe, כׇּל וָמַעְלָה  עֶשְׂרִים שָׁנָה  צָבָא בְּיִשְׂרָאֵל   מִבֶּן  יֹצֵא 

...תִּפְקְדוּ אֹתָם לְצִבְאֹתָם /From twenty years of age and up,-everyone who goes out to the legion 
in Israel-you shall count them according to their legions…. Although Moshe and Aaron 
presented the final count, it was the Nessiem of each Sheivet who reported their individual 
amounts to them. The pasuk tells us,   ּיִהְו לְבֵיתוְאִתְּכֶם  אִישׁ ראֹשׁ  לַמַטֶה  אִישׁ  אֲבֹתָיו הוּא  אִישׁ  /And 
(counƟng) with you shall be one man from each tribe; a man who is a leader of his father’s 
house and as Rashi tells us, this refers to the Nasi of each tribe. Who reported to the Nessiem? 
Rav Meir Simcha proposes, based on the hierarchy of the officers as reported back in   שמות

כהיח'  , וַיִתֵּן אֹתָם רָאשִׁים עַל  חַיִל מִכׇּל  וַיִבְחַר מֹשֶׁה אַנְשֵׁי  הָעָם שָׂרֵי אֲלָפִים שָׂרֵי מֵאוֹת שָׂרֵי חֲמִשִׁים    יִשְׂרָאֵל 
וְשָׂרֵי עֲשָׂרֹת/ Moshe chose men of accomplishments among all Israel and appointed them heads 

of the people, leaders of thousands, leaders of hundreds, leaders of fiŌies and leaders of tens, 
that it was the number of  שָׂרֵי עֲשָׂרֹת that were tallied by each Nasi to arrive to the amount in 
his Sheivet. And therefore, each Sheivet’s total was a round number, none with non-zero- 
ending amounts. He further supports this by telling us that when Hashem told Moshe to count 



Klal Yisrael לְצִבְאֹתָם, according to their legions, a legion, is like a camp, a רוביןי ירושלמי ע  .מַחֲנֶה     
asks, -כַּמָה הִיא מַחֲנֶה how many form a camp? “R’ Yochanan and R’ Yehuda ben Pazi said, ‘Ten.’”  
No units. 
 

Rav Meir Simcha returns to the subject of our pasuk, the counƟng of the Leviim. He refers to 
how the counƟng process occurred by acknowledging the Midrash Tanchuma Rashi quoted. 
Although Tanchuma tells us that the Shechina would inform Moshe that “there are five infants 
in this tent; there are ten infants in that tent,” it is quite reasonable to assume that there were 
amounts in between and yet the totals for each of the three divisions, i.e., the Gershoni, 
Khathi and Merari, were, respecƟvely, seven thousand five hundred, eight thousand six 
hundred and six thousand two hundred, and noƟce, all very round sums. Moshe Rabbeinu 
must have adjusted this on his own. How did he know to do this? Rav Meir Simcha tells us 
that it is the “not anymore” superfluous כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוָה which hints that when Moshe was told to 
report the count of Leviim, it was to be כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוָה, which harkened to a past command i.e., 
earlier in this Parsha, when the rest of the NaƟon was counted, with rounded numbers. 
 

Rav Meir Simcha concludes this piece by poinƟng out, as he puts it,  מַה שֶׁאֵין כֵּן בְּמִנְיָן הַבְּכוֹרִים  
אֲחָדִים  נִזְכְּרוּ -when it came later, to counƟng the first-born males, the total was a quite different 

twenty-two thousand, two hundred and seventy-three. Down to the last individual. And this 
makes much sense as the purpose of this counƟng was to redeem the firstborns and therefore 
the exact number of them was essenƟal. If I may add, that may be why the commandment to 
Moshe is wriƩen as a straighƞorward אֵת מִסְפַּר    וְשָׂאחֹדֶשׁ וָמָעְלָה    בְּכֹר זָכָר לִבְנֵי יִשְׂרָאל מִבֶּן  כׇּל  פְּקֹד

שְׁמֹתָם/ Count every first-born male of the Children of Israel from one month of age and up, 
and take a census of their names and when the pasuk informs us that Moshe did exactly that, 
it writes,   מֹשֶׁה צִוָּהוַיִפְקֹד  אֶת  'ה  כַּאֲשֶׁר  יִשְׂרָאֵל  כׇּל   אֹתוֹ  בִּבְנֵי  בְּכוֹר  /Moshe counted-as Hashem 
commanded him-every firstborn of the Children of Israel. NoƟce, כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּה and not כַּאֲשֶׁר צֻוָה. 
Not like the previous commands to count, and certainly not superfluous because this counƟng 
was for a different purpose and therefore required a higher degree of accuracy.   כַּאֲשֶׁר צִוָּה.
 

 

ז"לשלום   לזכר  נשמת אבי מורי ר' ישראל מנחם  בן ר' 
ע"ה לזכר נשמת אמי מורתי רחל בת ר' אלחנן אביגדור   

ז"ללזכר נשמת חמי מורי ר' יעקב נתן בן ר' ישראל שלמה   
 ולזכר נשמת   זצ"להרב יהודה בן ר' אברהם שמחה (קופרמן) 

 מחבר  הגהות על ספר משך חכמה
  
 


