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The sockets of the pillars were copper, the hooks of the pillars and their bands were silver and
the plating of their tops were silver. They were banded with silver, all the pillars of the Chatzer.
The Screen of the gate of the Chatzer was embroiderer’s work... Their pillars four and their
sockets four of copper...

Our pesukim describe the construction, the |12 of the Chatzer, the enclosure of the Mishkan,
and specifically the pillars around it, upon which curtains were hung. Many Mefarshim
resolve discrepancies noted between the "1y, the command to build the various parts of the
Mishkan, back in nniOm and n)xn, and how the |')2 was actually done, here, in 70p'1 and 'TIpa-
and Rav Meir Simcha is no exception. Regarding the Chatzer, he points out that in T2 npIn
the Chatzer, all around, banded with silver; their hooks of silver and their sockets of copper.
These pillars included the ones that formed the entrance into the Chatzer, the 1xni Y. In
our Parsha, however, the Torah describes the |12 of the Axnn WW’s pillars, in pesukim v'-n',
only after the rest of the Chatzer’s pillars. A quite subtle and easily overlooked difference-but
not by our author. To him there must be a reason for this “separation” and he proceeds to
tell us his understanding of it.

He begins with a statement from R’ Shmuel bar R’ Yitzchak in :n9 n'noa: “Why, among all the
gates of the Beis HaMikdash’s Courtyard-the Azara-was Nikanor’s Gate, the eastern opening
into the Azara, not consecrated? i.e., when the Azara was consecrated, all its gates were
accorded the sanctity of the Azara itself, except for Nikanor’s.” He answers, “Because
metzoraim stand there on the eighth day of their purification and insert their thumbs into
the Azara, so that the Kohen may sprinkle them with the blood of their korban offerings.”
This requires further elaboration and is incisively given to us by the editors of the Artscroll
Schottenstein Talmud: “Now, one of the metzora’s requirements is that the blood of his
Asham be daubed on his right thumb, his right big toe and the middle part of his right ear.
This creates a dilemma: On the one hand, the metzora may not yet enter the Azara, but on
the other hand the blood would be disqualified if it were taken outside of the Azara! The
solution is that the metzora stands in the Nikanor Gate and inserts only one limb at a time
into the Azara so that it may be daubed.” This is permitted either because inserting a limb
into the Azara, with respect to the prohibition and kares penalty, is not regarded as entering
iti.e., NN NNY X7 N¥jNA NXA or that generally, “partial” entry into the Azara is regarded as
entering-NX'2 NQY N¥pna nNX'a-but here, the Torah exempted the metzora from liability.
Regardless, R’ Shmuel bar R’ Yitzchak is telling us that the area under the Nikanor Gate is of



a lower nYTp than the Azara itself. The parallel to Nikanor’s Gate in the Mishkan was the
XN WY and it would be there that the metzoraim would stand to be purified.

Continues Rav Meir Simcha: Midrash Vayikra Rabba tells us that one of the causes of tzaraas
is idol worship and that this in fact was the punishment for the 2)un xvn, as it expounds the
pasuk, ...N1N Y19 13 DUN NN YN K1'1/Moshe saw the people, that it was V19 to mean that
there was an outbreak of tzaraas in their midst. In Bamidbar Rabba, on the pasuk |n 17w
..U1Y 72 nannn/(The Bnei Yisrael) shall expel from the camp everyone with tzaraas..., R’
Yehuda bar R’ Simon asks, “From where did tzaraas befall them?” and he answers that it was
due to the 22un nwyn. With this in mind, if we were to say that the sequence of our Parshiyos
is specific i.e., RWn 13, the Parsha which contains the 7)V episode is in between the 41X for the
Mishkan’s construction-nnin and nJ¥nA, and the actual building of it-in 7np' and 'Tp9, that
would mean that the 1Ix was given before the 72un KN, and there were no metzoraim yet.
In theory then, the nWTj of the 1xNin W could be equivalent to the rest of the Chatzer, since
there would be no need to perform the metzora’s sprinkling there. The pillars of the vy
1xNn stood in a place that had the same sanctity as the rest of the Chatzer and therefore
could be included with the rest of the Chatzar’s pillars. Our pesukim are after the 2aun xon,
when tzaraas was a reality, and there was a need to perform the purification ritual for
metzoraim, and so the XN WY had to have a lower level nWTp to facilitate the sprinkling.
To allude to this, according to Rav Meir Simcha, the Torah separated the 2xnin Www’s pillars
from the rest of the Chatzar’s pillars!

One issue remains unresolved. The timeline of events in the Torah revolves around the notion
of whether mima 1NINQI DTRIN |'X or not. It is Ramban who opines that the sequence is
extremely specific, unless the Torah itself reveals it to be otherwise-n1ina 1nxN1 DTpN W,
According to him, the 7aun Xvn occurred in between the 41X and the actual |12 of the
Mishkan. Rav Meir Simcha’s approach works nicely with Ramban’s position. And yet Rav Meir
Simcha tells us to look at Rashi, earlier, in n* 'N7 P19, at the onset of the 2)un nwun but Rashi
there in fact tells us N!0 0'21 0'N!,|12YWND NIRN HIX7 DT 22VU0 NWYN-N1INA 0INA1 DTN 'R?!
Rav Kupperman, in his ninan, is stymied by this. Rav Daskal proposes that it was a colossal
printer’s error. | guess we will have to wait to ask the author himself, n1nn1 n'wnn nx1a
Iy 1Al

2"1019W "1 |2 0NN 78NW 1 1IN 1A AW 121
n"w TAIAN [AN7X "1 N2 700 M MmN NN 1217
9"1NN7Y 28 2 na apyt M i N Nnwa 1at?
9'x1 (JN19IR) NNNY DNNAXK " |2 NTIN' 20 AW 12121
NNIJN JWN 190 2V NINan 12NN



